




















































                  Berkeley, California 
The Psychoacoustics of Protest 
Jeff Ray 
www.jeffrayart.com 
rayinsf@gmail.com 
 
This piece will explore the idea that although sounds associated with protest, even peaceful protest, can often sound 
violent or combative, they can be strategically manipulated to change the psychoacoustic experience of protest 
into healing sound. 
 
An historical protest—the action against the removal of redwood trees to make room for the expansion of the 
UC Berkeley sports arena—will be staged and recorded on video. The demonstration will be deliberately 
simplified and made more theatrical, designed to draw on archetypal tropes and rhythms (chanting, homemade signs)  
associated with political dissent. 
 
I will slow the playback rate of the video footage, distilling and mixing the sounds of protest. The goal will be 
to achieve a droning, peaceful frequency. By manipulating the sounds down to low sonic and subsonic 
frequencies (between 20hz and 500hz) common to healing and spiritual realms of sound-making (Gregorian chants,  
Tibetan bells), I hope to question the prescribed meaning of subsonic and low sonic signals. My intention is also, in the  
act of deliberately creating these sounds, to emphasize the role of editing in public discourse. 
 
The video will include the use of a chainsaw as a storytelling prop within the staged protest and as a connector to several  
violent narratives (e.g., environmental destruction, horror iconography). This visual cue will heighten the comparison  
between our usual experience of political protest as  violent intrusion on public space and the experience of those sounds  
within the piece as peaceful and healing, while lending a sense of menace and confusion to the visual experience of the piece. 
 
To touch upon some of the themes in NEXT: as the military develops acoustic weaponry, we must respond by advancing 
 acoustics for peace. To conceive sound like we would any other raw material, as apolitical, is to recognize our responsibility  
to wield it with carefully defined purpose. In understanding sound as both a means to communication and a potential inhibitor  
of clear communication, we acknowledge that exchanging information acoustically is fundamentally risky. With this in mind  
as a model, we may be able to more realistically assess humankind’s capacity for conflict resolution. 
 

 









Roving Printmaking Workshops 
IlonaSturm@yahoo.com 

 
During the recent Occupy events I’ve participated in at Occupy San Francisco, Occupy Oakland, and Occupy Cal – 
on the spot guerilla printmaking has been extremely popular. Folks have formed long lines to have the opportunity 
to walk off with an authentic cultural symbol of the revolutionary Occupy movement.  

1. I propose to create a group of interested artists and others who want to learn silk screening techniques as 
well as work together to critique and improve upon each other’s designs and messages to create posters and 
tee shirts.   

2. I propose we approach the various art schools and art departments in the East Bay and San Francisco and 
request that they offer our group a free one-day opportunity to create a  printmaking workshop at their 
facility.   

Suggested Schools for Inclusion: 

 
California College of Art (Oakland, San Francisco) 
Laney College (Oakland) 
Berkeley City College (Berkeley) 
UC Berkeley (Berkeley) 
San Francisco Art Institute (San Francisco) 
Academy of Art (San Francisco) 
 
Our printmaking collective can also curate the best work from our group, have an exhibition, sell work for personal and 
collective (Occupy Oakland/Occupy SF) gain.   



Occupy the Storefront 
IlonaSturm@yahoo.com 

 
 There are many storefronts empty during these economic times and this presents an excellent opportunity for 
installation artists and others with radical and innovative visual ideas to get their art and ideas out there in the 
public realm. 

 

I propose forming a group of artists and other individuals who are interested in forming a loose collective that 
presents ideas back to the group. People propose different ideas for installations and we work together to decide 
which proposals are the strongest and would be most visually arresting and effective in these storefronts. Some   
could be ‘scouters,’ while others would be ‘conceptualizers’ and/or the “installers.” Everyone can help publicize 
the “Occupy the Storefront” series with street music/food and revelry every time a OccupyStorefront exhibition 
opens. If there really was an interest and a budget, we could print out a map like M.A.P.P. does in the Mission and 
coordinate the shows and the concurrent partying alongside it.  Occupy needs to have a Big Fun side to it too as 
well as create as many opportunities for diverse artists and musicians to participate culturally.  
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Introduction	
  to	
  Schmoozing	
  

	
  

Having	
  an	
  opinion	
  and	
  gaining	
  an	
  audience	
  are	
  worlds	
  apart	
  and	
  this	
  series	
  of	
  social	
  
interventions	
  are	
  designed	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  help	
  anybody	
  bridge	
  the	
  gap.	
  	
  Making	
  
anybody	
  listen	
  to	
  you	
  and	
  want	
  to	
  support	
  your	
  cause	
  is	
  largely	
  a	
  question	
  of	
  how	
  
one	
  frames	
  their	
  opinion;	
  while	
  remaining	
  on	
  course	
  with	
  your	
  original	
  agenda	
  one	
  
sometimes	
  needs	
  to	
  curb	
  ones	
  own	
  assumptions	
  about	
  others	
  and	
  even	
  tell	
  white	
  
lies	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  further	
  the	
  ultimate	
  agenda.	
  

	
  

This	
  project	
  grows	
  from	
  a	
  the	
  shock	
  that	
  the	
  community	
  expresses	
  frequently	
  
related	
  to	
  the	
  absence	
  of	
  real	
  world	
  training	
  in	
  the	
  arts	
  or	
  liberal	
  arts	
  education.	
  	
  
While	
  theory	
  is	
  best	
  contemplated	
  without	
  worry	
  of	
  how	
  the	
  bills	
  are	
  getting	
  paid,	
  
contemplating	
  theory	
  doesn’t	
  pay	
  bills.	
  	
  These	
  3	
  exercises	
  are	
  not	
  about	
  getting	
  a	
  job	
  
or	
  a	
  solo	
  show	
  tomorrow,	
  instead	
  they	
  are	
  about	
  getting	
  another	
  individual	
  to	
  not	
  
only	
  listen	
  to	
  you,	
  but	
  want	
  to.	
  

	
  

1. Pay	
  a	
  compliment	
  to	
  a	
  stranger	
  

In	
  this	
  exercise	
  we	
  focus	
  on	
  initiating	
  interactions.	
  	
  Without	
  silly	
  icebreaker	
  games	
  
or	
  business	
  cards	
  one	
  should	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  make	
  friends	
  or	
  associates	
  anywhere	
  in	
  the	
  
world.	
  	
  Two	
  extremes	
  hold	
  true	
  for	
  a	
  vast	
  majority	
  of	
  the	
  population,	
  1)	
  They	
  are	
  
narcissistic	
  to	
  a	
  degree	
  and	
  love	
  flattery,	
  or	
  2)	
  They	
  have	
  very	
  little	
  self-­‐confidence.	
  	
  
These	
  are	
  not	
  mutually	
  exclusive	
  and	
  can	
  be	
  found	
  in	
  any	
  ratio.	
  	
  Whatever	
  the	
  ratio	
  
of	
  the	
  person	
  in	
  front	
  of	
  you,	
  you	
  will	
  be	
  surprised	
  how	
  quickly	
  conversation	
  
progresses	
  when	
  it	
  starts	
  from	
  a	
  selfless	
  compliment.	
  	
  Many	
  people	
  find	
  being	
  paid	
  
attention	
  to	
  and	
  complimented	
  awkward.	
  	
  They	
  will	
  often	
  reflexively	
  mirror	
  your	
  
complimenting	
  behavior.	
  	
  Resist	
  the	
  temptation	
  to	
  talk	
  about	
  yourself	
  immediately,	
  
after	
  offering	
  your	
  compliment	
  ask	
  questions	
  related	
  to	
  the	
  thing	
  you	
  noticed	
  (i.e.	
  
That	
  is	
  a	
  lovely	
  perfume,	
  followed	
  by	
  Where	
  did	
  you	
  find	
  it?	
  	
  Is	
  it	
  your	
  favorite	
  
scent?)	
  	
  

2. Go	
  to	
  a	
  center	
  of	
  power	
  in	
  your	
  world	
  and	
  listen	
  to	
  the	
  other	
  side	
  

Passions	
  are	
  aroused	
  in	
  debate	
  because	
  of	
  the	
  delusion	
  that	
  we	
  can	
  change	
  people’s	
  
emotion	
  reaction	
  to	
  events	
  with	
  logical	
  arguments.	
  	
  Logic	
  is	
  the	
  tip	
  of	
  the	
  iceberg	
  
that	
  we	
  see	
  hiding	
  a	
  mountain	
  of	
  experience	
  and	
  fact	
  that	
  support	
  it.	
  	
  In	
  this	
  exercise	
  
we	
  focus	
  on	
  having	
  an	
  interaction	
  that	
  is	
  entirely	
  one	
  sided.	
  	
  Go	
  to	
  an	
  art	
  center,	
  
police	
  station,	
  church,	
  ect.	
  and	
  find	
  a	
  person	
  intimidating	
  to	
  you	
  for	
  one	
  reason	
  or	
  
another.	
  	
  Follow	
  step	
  one	
  and	
  then	
  ask	
  them	
  questions	
  about	
  subjects	
  you	
  are	
  



passionate	
  about	
  and	
  feel	
  this	
  powerful	
  figure	
  either	
  doesn’t	
  get	
  or	
  is	
  actively	
  
working	
  against.	
  	
  Instead	
  of	
  getting	
  into	
  a	
  heated	
  debate	
  where	
  you	
  expose	
  yourself	
  
try	
  to	
  understand	
  how	
  it	
  is	
  they	
  arrived	
  at	
  their	
  viewpoint.	
  	
  By	
  asking	
  questions	
  you	
  
hold	
  the	
  power	
  of	
  steering	
  the	
  conversation	
  without	
  having	
  to	
  be	
  on	
  offense.	
  	
  If	
  they	
  
ask	
  you	
  questions	
  that	
  will	
  end	
  the	
  conversation	
  by	
  you	
  exposing	
  your	
  true	
  feelings	
  
express	
  to	
  the	
  individual	
  that	
  you	
  are	
  finding	
  more	
  out	
  about	
  a	
  complicated	
  issue	
  
that	
  you	
  haven’t	
  made	
  your	
  mind	
  up	
  about	
  yet	
  and	
  are	
  listening	
  to	
  them	
  to	
  get	
  a	
  
better	
  idea	
  of	
  the	
  subject	
  as	
  a	
  whole.	
  

3. Bring	
  a	
  gift	
  and	
  self	
  deprecate	
  

This	
  exercise	
  represents	
  the	
  transition	
  from	
  acquaintance	
  to	
  friend.	
  	
  If	
  all	
  of	
  these	
  
exercises	
  are	
  performed	
  on	
  the	
  same	
  individual	
  this	
  can	
  be	
  your	
  second	
  or	
  third	
  
interaction	
  with	
  them.	
  	
  By	
  this	
  time	
  you	
  have	
  presented	
  yourself	
  as	
  an	
  inquisitive	
  
and	
  kind	
  person	
  who	
  is	
  open	
  to	
  listening.	
  	
  Now	
  you	
  are	
  to	
  make	
  the	
  person	
  want	
  
your	
  company	
  and	
  insight	
  in	
  a	
  long-­‐term	
  sense	
  and	
  also	
  you	
  want	
  to	
  hear	
  what	
  they	
  
really	
  think	
  about	
  subjects	
  you	
  are	
  passionate	
  about,	
  yourself	
  included.	
  	
  Bringing	
  a	
  
gift	
  not	
  only	
  expresses	
  good	
  intentions,	
  it	
  is	
  an	
  ongoing	
  transaction	
  that	
  begs	
  the	
  
other	
  party	
  to	
  return	
  the	
  favor	
  down	
  the	
  line.	
  	
  By	
  offering	
  a	
  gift	
  you	
  let	
  the	
  other	
  
party	
  know	
  that	
  your	
  value	
  their	
  presence	
  immensely.	
  	
  Self-­‐deprecation	
  is	
  a	
  
humorous	
  way	
  to	
  allow	
  both	
  you	
  and	
  the	
  other	
  party	
  to	
  let	
  your	
  guard	
  down.	
  	
  By	
  
making	
  light	
  of	
  situations	
  or	
  people	
  you	
  will	
  find	
  out	
  quicker	
  if	
  they	
  agree	
  and	
  really	
  
do	
  make	
  light	
  of	
  it	
  or	
  they	
  will	
  defend	
  it	
  somewhat	
  and	
  you	
  will	
  hear	
  the	
  party	
  come	
  
to	
  the	
  aid	
  of	
  the	
  cause	
  you	
  are	
  making	
  light	
  of	
  while	
  they	
  think	
  there	
  is	
  very	
  little	
  at	
  
stake.	
  	
  At	
  the	
  very	
  least	
  an	
  interaction	
  that	
  involves	
  humor	
  is	
  likely	
  to	
  be	
  an	
  ongoing	
  
one;	
  having	
  a	
  confidant	
  that	
  can	
  joke	
  while	
  also	
  having	
  serious	
  opinions	
  is	
  a	
  rare	
  
thing	
  and	
  the	
  person	
  you	
  are	
  speaking	
  with	
  more	
  likely	
  than	
  not	
  will	
  want	
  to	
  
continue	
  to	
  interact	
  with	
  you.	
  

	
  

I	
  encourage	
  people	
  of	
  all	
  stripes	
  to	
  try	
  these	
  exercises	
  on	
  a	
  regular	
  basis	
  with	
  
strangers	
  and	
  friends.	
  











Giggle Earth 
 
 
This is a group proposal. Google Earth has come to solely identify the way we associate 
images of buildings both residential and commercial and continues to monopolize the 
terrain.   
 
We say fuck that, it's time for Giggle Earth. This is an open call for artists to pick a 
proposed address in San Francisco's Mission street and bring about it's likeness in any 
medium of their choosing. The artist does not have to be local and can use virtual images 
if so desired. When the street is completed the artworks will be digitally stitched together 
to offer a humanistic approach to the often invasive and surveillance tactics of Google 
Earth. The end result will be a patchwork piece of history erring more towards the artist’s 
impressions. The proposed website will allow visitors to stroll down Mission Street as it 
is depicted by a diverse population of both established and emerging artists in addition to 
artists that work outside the bounds of gallery spaces. 
 
We need artists of all types, and people proficient in website technologies, to donate their 
time and talent. 
 
   
DILLY&DALLY	
  
wolfsuckler@gmail.com	
  
boramy@gmail.com	
  
	
  
www.facebook.com/amckayiv	
  
www.ifandorbut.tumblr.com	
  
	
  
	
  



Currency 
 
n. pl. cur·ren·cies  
1. Money in any form when in actual use as a medium of exchange, especially circulating 
paper money. 
2. Transmission from person to person as a medium of exchange; circulation: coins now 
in currency. 
3. General acceptance or use; prevalence: the currency of a slang term. 
4. The state of being current; up-to-dateness: Can you check the currency of this address? 
 

This is a proposal to jam up any banks associated with the foreclosed homes in the 
housing bubble burst. I think it might be wiser to concentrate efforts on a single 
institution, and would invite a mass of people dressed in a casual conservative manner to 
open a bank account at an agreed upon institution. All individuals should proceed with 
the processes, however instead of depositing cash to secure the account they should 
instead deposit pictures of any one of those people who have lost their property due to 
shady management. The desired affect would be to effectively slow down the banks 
operations in a legal and safe manner, with possible media exposure. 
	
  



No Bigger Than You 
 
 
This is a proposed mural for figurative artists that have a distinct style. A classroom size 
of artists will paint one of their figures life size as though posing for a class group picture, 
with as much freedom to interact with the other artists and their creations as they want.  
The result will be a playful collage of characters interacting with each other captured in a 
mural.   
	
  
Archie	
  Mckay	
  
wolfsuckler@gmail.com	
  
www.facebook.com/amckayiv	
  











From: "EMAIL SUPPORT PROGRAM"<email_supportcenter01@ozu.es>
Subject: YOUR EMAIL HAS WON (Congratulations) 

Date: December 1, 2011 6:06:53 AM PST
Reply-To: <emailsupport_programs@postino.net>

EMAIL SUPPORT PROGRAMS
CLAIMS / PAYMENT DEPARTMENT
C/ Puerto del Pico, 3(Puente de Vallecas-Portazgo
Madrid/Spain.

Batch: 05/AMS/7762PD/EU
Ref: EU/EMAIL509/EU011

Dear Winner,
We wish to congratulate you over your email success in our computer
balloting sweepstake held on 30th of November 2011 in Spain Madrid.
This is a millennium scientific computer game in which email addresses
were used. It is a promotional program aimed at encouraging internet
users,therefore you do not need to buy ticket to enter for it. You
have been approved for the star prize of Ђ650,000.00 (Six Hundred And 
Fifty Thousand Euros, To claim your winning prize you are to contact the 
appointed agent as soon as possible for the immediate release of your winnings,
Contact Person: Mrs, Rosa Rodriguez

Email: emailsupport_programs@postino.net 

Sincerely,
Phillips Adams
Promotion Dept.















Inspired by recent mass media events, sparked by the OWS moment/movement – the Jon 
Stewart Show’s commentary of the “class” divide in Zuccotti Park by Samantha Bee. 
Which pokes fun at and questions the clear distinction of types of WS Occupants, 
something of a class distinction. http://www.hulu.com/watch/301109/the-daily-show-
with-jon-stewart-occupy-wall-street-divided 
 
Inspired by past and still relevant history of legalized segregation of access and practices 
of exclusion – previously based on race and now, in this “post-racial America” it would 
seem that a growing number of non-Blacks are experiencing what a disproportionate 
number of non-Whites have spoken out against and lived for generations – economic 
inequality, lack of opportunity, lack of relevant and contemporary education or even 
access to education and lastly, a feeling that a nebulous corporate body only recognizes 
them as a number…. 
  
Compared to the previous legally enforced second-class citizenry of Black folks in the 
States and now the current leader is of African descent, “Post-racial America” is a place 
and time of increased recognition of the multiracial existence of peoples and multiracial 
history of this country, it involves an influx of global neighbors turned citizens, 
heightened xenophobia, and more importantly economic/class distinction – this lump of 
factors I call the niggerification of America. Where the “99% is the new black” and race 
is a lesser consideration. 
 
 
The idea is for a work, approximately 10 x14 foot map of the United States (or larger) 
covered with afro-puff synthetic hair. Perhaps having a subtitle of “ 99% is the new 
black”  
 
Or 
 
Coming from the same ideation: using the font from the “I AM A MAN” 1968 Memphis 
Sani. Workers’ Strike, silk screen t-shirts that read, ”99% IS THE NEW BLACK” or  
“ OF THE 99%” to be passed out or screened on site for people who bring their own 
shirts for a mass group photo. 
 
 















· . . 
So I am proposing this model or symbol 01 the inverted pyramid as an open source idea. I have 
include a rough image 01 this inverted pyramid to serve as a model lor what it could look !ike. I 
encourage artists to give the model form in any way they wish. II could take the form of a sculpture 
lacing some institution thai is in line with and represents the hierarchical structure of America, like 
lor instance, I don1 know. The Transamerica building in San Francisco, or it could be as simple as 
an image on a sticker that could be placed anywhere that it might inspire contemplation a/lhese 
ideas. Mostly though I want it to exisl as a model or template lor how to create a new society and 
what direction we need to go in in order to do this. And it is my wish that through the contemplation 
01 this model or symbol , that people will see a new way and possibility lor society. Other than that, 
the rest is up to everyone. 



From: Gregory Groff <gsgroff@earthlink.net>
Subject: next

Date: December 3, 2011 1:15:44 AM PST
To: next@667shotwell.com

2 Attachments, 58.5 KB

                                                                   

*** Disclaimer: When speaking of society or "our" society, I will be talking about American society, Because I am an American and 
this is the society I have experience living in. However I would like to think that the following ideas may apply to other societies and 
to the idea of society in general.

Looking around it seems that it has been determined that our society needs to take a new direction. It looks like the systems and 
models that our society are based on are flawed and not serving this society as a whole. But when choosing which direction our 
society should take, where do we look? 
I believe that it is first necessary to look at our current model of society, it's systems and structures, in order to see what is it about 
the framework of our society that allows for the failures of our society, such as disparity of wealth and so on. We must ask, what is 
the shape of our society?, what form does it take? And once we recognize the shape of the society we are living in, then we may 
recognize that it is the structure or form that our society is framed by that allows for the ills of this society to exist. Once we have 
recognized what the model we've been living in looks like, we can recognize what kind of model we don't want to use in creating a 
new society. And in creating a new society we may find that the proper model or direction for a new way of being or preceding, is to 
take the old model which has been shown to lead us in the opposite direction of where we need to be going, and to invert that 
model, or over-turn it, and flip it in the right direction.
So when thinking about the shape or form that a truly new and progressive society should take, I naturally had to turn and look at  
our old regressive society to see what form it's opposite is based on or modeled after.
I believe that the model that best describes the way that our society has functioned up to this point, is a model that takes the 
pyramid as its basic shape or structure. One need not look much farther than the dollar bill that may or may not be in one's pocket, 
to see how the design of the pyramid has been imprinted upon our society and culture. It may actually be this pyramid with it's "all 
seeing" eye at the top of and at an actual remove from the rest of the pyramid that best describes the way that our society 
functions. One can see what a steep and upwards climb it is to get from the bottom to the top. And even if one does near the top, it 
can be seen that, really, the top, or eye, is cut off and made inaccessible from any point below it. It does not seem to be too much 
of a stretch to say that the "all seeing" eye and the privileged position that it holds, can easily be equated with the 1% of society that 
control's most of it's wealth, and that the bottom of the pyramid could as easily be equated with the 99% of the rest of our society, 
who no matter how far removed from the top of the pyramid, actually serve as the foundation or support that keeps those at the top 
of the pyramid held aloft. The rarified space of wealth occupied by the wealthiest members of our society is made possible by the 
wealth generated by almost everyone else, but themselves, which includes everyone that works for them as well as everyone that is 
buying whatever it is they are selling. this is also true for the minority of people in our society who hold privileged positions of 



political power. They are only there because of there political base, or the people who vote to put them in office, but to an even 
greater extent they are there because we buy into their program, and allow them to govern us. They are there partly because we let 
them be, or think we need them. 
How can it be that so many people work so hard to sustain the wealth and power of an elite minority when they themselves profit so 
little from the effort? And why is it or how has it come to be , that the many are governed by the few?
I believe that the structure our society has taken not only allows for these aforementioned situations to occur, but actively 
encourages them. It does this by laying down an ideological structure that guides the way this society functions. And make no 
mistake, this ideology takes the shape of a pyramid. It is this pyramidal structure that best symbolizes what has been called "The 
American Dream" This dream we have been taught to dream, almost always involves rising from some lower point on the 
hierarchical pyramid to some higher point and ideally the highest point of that pyramid. One's position in this hierarchy is determined 
by the amount of wealth , political power and/or means to shape one's society, that an individual has at their disposal. Our society 
teaches us that the single most important thing that we can do within our society is to climb to the top of this pyramid. We are 
shown through the examples of those that have made it to the top, or as is probably just as likely, those that were already there to 
begin with, that we will have a more privileged place in our society and therefore our lives will have more value in society , if we too 
follow the examples of these people, and make it to the top. Now of course, as can be seen by the structure of the pyramid, there is 
only so much room at the top. So rather than being a place that we as a society can collectively get to, and work cooperatively to 
get to, the top is a place we must compete with each other to get to, and at the top there can only be a few lucky winners. So rather 
than working towards goals that could be mutually beneficial for society, we are taught to set our sights, on reaching a place where 
there is no room for mutual benefit, but only personal benefit. So we each individually learn to pursue our own personal aims while 
actively competing with members of our society who are also pursuing their own personal aims, and viewing these people as 
potential obstacles to our own ascent. Sometimes we are even taught to use others to further our own ends.
One of the great American dreams it seems, is to own one's own business, which at it's root always has the aim of personal wealth 
in mind. This often involves the employment of others in service of our personal business goals or acquisition of wealth. There is a 
line of propaganda that runs through our society that praises business owners and especially the heads of corporations for being 
great providers of jobs. But when you consider how much wealth the average employee generates for their employer, compared 
with how much of that wealth they receive, then it can be seen that the employer is just creating a platform to use other people's 
energy to create more wealth for themselves. Rather than working collectively towards mutually beneficial goals, this situation has 
many people working towards the goals of a few. No wonder so many people in America are depressed, when their lives are spent 
helping to realize someone else's dreams.But this is of course emblematic of the truth of the pyramid scheme we are living in, the 
way in which the few at the top are the one's to profit off of the efforts of those below them. But this is how America works, right? In 
a way we accept this as normal. Because we have been taught to venerate those that come up with ideas, businesses, products 
etc. that make themselves richer, rather than being taught to venerate those whose ideas could make us all richer. But the truth 
once again is that there is only so much room for one to be a business owner, or creator of a successful product, that it really only 
leaves room for most people to be employees at the service of these people and their dreams. However even though it would 
appear that such employees are working collectively towards the goal of their employers, this is not even the case. The spirit of 
competition is so deeply imbedded in us, that even workers in the same workplace, are taught to compete with each other. for each 
workplace has it's own hierarchy from upper management like positions all the way down to something like working in the mailroom. 
So really rather than working together, each worker is really taught to compete with each other in order to ascend the workplace 
hierarchy. It would seem that the owner of a business or corporation or whatnot, would want it's workers to work with each other 
cooperatively rather than competitively. But in truth having everyone work harder and harder and trying to outdo each other, is great 
for productivity. It must also be mentioned that getting everyone to compete with each other, makes us a lot more like those at the 
top, except for the part about being at the top, which in turn makes it harder for us to be able to criticize them without hypocrisy.  
They can say you are just as competitive, individualistic and greedy as I am, but just not as successful. Really though no matter how 
much one moves up or down in the workplace hierarchy they will never reach the top, because that place is already occupied by the 
owner or head of the business or corporation, who will not exactly be willing to give up their position to make room for anyone else. 
Really when you get down to it our whole society functions like a business where the privileged are the employers and the rest of us 
are the employees. And we the employees have mostly been working to make our employers wealthy. It could be said that the 
privileged and ruling class of this society are the owners of this pyramidal structure that pervades our society, in the sense that it 
works for them and mostly, only them. and they have us duped into adopting this model of society for ourselves because by doing 
so it has us working for them rather than ourselves or each other, as well as making us complicit in the whole matter. And just like 
any business owner they are not going to be willing to let anyone else occupy the top position in this pyramid that they have created 
for themselves using our labor. But it is important for them to still let people believe that they can occupy the highest positions within 
this hierarchy so that they continue to compete with each other, while serving those at the top and also being complicit with the 
competitive spirit of those at the top. rather than encouraging people work to help each other which would do nothing to serve the 
top. But maybe if people realized that there was no room for them at the top, and no way for them to become truly wealthy by 
serving the agendas of the truly wealthy, then maybe people would see that there is more wealth to be acquired as a society by 
working cooperatively instead of competitively. for it is the truth that there has become little room in our society for anymore 
movement towards the top of the pyramid. The top has become locked in, and just like the eye, it is at an inaccessible remove from 
the rest of the pyramid. For those with the wealth and power also have the means(wealth and power) to be able to hold on to that 
wealth and power. This tendency can be seen to be inherent in the flow of our currency. since there is a limited supply of currency 
and it all  mostly seems to be flowing to the top and mostly staying there, with only a little trickling down every now and then, it 
makes sense that most of all the wealth and power will end up at the top, with very little remaining at the bottom. Leaving those at 



makes sense that most of all the wealth and power will end up at the top, with very little remaining at the bottom. Leaving those at 
the bottom (most of us) with very little resources at our disposal with which to climb to the top. while giving those at the top all the 
resources they need to stay there. As they say it takes money to make money. And this creates the possibility of those that have the 
money ending up with all of it or at least most of it. Which I believe has already happened in our society.
As far as the way in which a minority of people hold on to their political power, at the top of the pyramid. it's a slightly different but 
really all too similar story. we are told in this society, that anyone can become president. we are also told that it is our votes that put 
people in positions of political power, and that it is we who decide who will best serve our interests. Which in it's way tries to make 
us accomplices in their game. Once again without the actual privileges. Again the truth is the same with positions of political power 
as it is with positions of economic power, they are just as scarce. These positions are mostly occupied by those that already have 
political experience and by those who are already members of an elite and wealthy class. And boy, do they have the means to keep 
themselves there. Afterall, they are the government and the one's who make the rules that govern the behavior of our society. So 
why not govern in a way that maintains a system that keeps people like themselves in power. And why should they let the riff-raff in 
? We have also been duped into believing that we cannot govern ourselves. We are told that we need to leave that to the so-called 
experts at the top, who know what they are doing better than we do, and know what's best for us. It may be that your friend or 
neighbor has excellent advice about the direction our society should head in. But without the proper credentials or political power to 
affect any change, his or her advice, will remain nothing but advice. So really our political system  has also become a locked down 
pyramid in which a political elite who occupies the top spot of the pyramid is at a far remove or cut off from the rest of the pyramid. 
making life better for themselves and people like themselves because those are the only kinds of people they know or associate 
with. Let's call the top of this pyramid The Federal Government (a.k.a. Washington) and let's call the rest, the United States of 
America. So basically, most of us who occupy the rest of the pyramid are governed by the top of the pyramid, and made to serve  
their agendas as well as paying taxes or tributes to them, while ending up with very little of our own political power, while those at 
the top have the means and power to ensure ever more political power for themselves.
When the so-called "founding fathers" drew up their template for our society , they may not have intended for it's structure to end up 
with such limited movement and stagnation. and it may very well be that for a while this system allowed for much greater movement 
within the hierarchical pyramid, with fewer positions at the top already having been occupied. But they should have been able to see 
that the pyramidal structure that they created with it's emphasis on rampant individualism, would eventually lead to such a fixed and 
locked in structure. Once again all one has to do is look at the top of the pyramid to see how quickly that small space could fill up. 
But it could just as well be that this did not concern them or that they were even in favor of it. It can at least be seen how such a 
system would benefit these "founding fathers", who already occupied a cozy place at the top of the pyramid, both in terms of wealth 
and political power.
Nevertheless, whatever the original purpose of instituting this structure, it is clear that this structure is not working for most of us. It 
seems clear that in order to create a system that does work for us, we must go in the opposite direction of the one that doesn't. 
This means we must invert the old model and turn it on it's head. Therefore since the old model takes the pyramid as it's shape and 
structure, I believe that the new model should take the shape and structure of the upside down or inverted pyramid.
Picture a pyramid turned upside down with the base being at the top and it's point going down into the ground. Imagine this as a 
model of society. The base represents society as a whole, as a collective enterprise. Therefore in this model of society collective 
participation is put at the top, rather than individual enterprise. That is not to say that individuality has no place at the top of this 
pyramid. Rather, the individual and particular skills and experience of each individual are appreciated within that society as bringing 
something uniquely valuable to that society. But it is always with the aim of making life better for each other that we should bring 
what we have to give individually to the table. And it can also be seen if we follow the way energy flows through the inverted 
pyramid, that the collective energy created by society as a whole, represented at the top, can be seen to flow easily through the 
funnel like structure down to the point at the bottom of the pyramid. This point at the bottom or eye at the bottom of the pyramid  is 
now reconnected to the rest of the pyramid and represents the individual who is a part of this society, and the way energy flows to 
them from the top of the pyramid or society they are a part of. They are nourished by the results of the fruit of their labors within a 
society in which mutual cooperation yields mutual benefits to that society or collective as well as the individual members of that 
society. By giving what each member has to give individually they add to the bounty of that society, which each member gets to 
share in. So in essence the individual becomes wealthy by being a member of a society that they have helped to make wealthy. 
This is no trickle down economics, there is a direct flow or  relationship between society and the individuals of that society. It is a 
mutually beneficial relationship in which each individual has direct and privileged access to the funneling down of wealth produced 
within the society they are a part of. In this way they are nourished by being part of a collective which in turn gives them the 
sustenance they need to continue to be able to contribute their unique gifts to the collective well being which in turn makes the 
collective wealthier and more able to sustain the individual wealth and needs of it's collective members.
This is a model of a society in which the people of that society govern together with the aim of meeting the needs of both the 
individual members of that society as well as the society as a whole. This entails a society where everyone has an equal say in the 
political process, where the only people who can be said to not have a voice are the one's who choose not to use it. It of course 
also involves the members of this society being able to listen to each other despite their differences and being willing to work 
towards some common agreement about how to work together so that each person's needs can be met. Of course, there may be 
times when the needs of an individual are so contrary to the needs of the society as a whole, such as for instance, "i think I need 
five houses,even though some people don't have one" ,that they won't be able to be met and that they are better not met. Especially 
when the individual's needs overstep the needs of the collective or interfere with them. In this model the individual or individuals of a 
society should always be working towards the needs of the many instead of the few.
 It is very important though, in this society that every individual is able to give voice to what their needs are, in order to know what 



we can do to help each other as a society. if someone gives voice to the fact that they need food or a home, then the rest of society, 
realizing these as important needs, can work towards helping this person get what they need. But this type of cooperation within 
society and this attempt to help each other meet our needs, can only come about if we all actively participate in this society and 
give voice within it. If we don't all  participate and only a few participate, then only the needs of the few will be able to be met and 
only their voice will be heard. And this will be too much like the old model. We need to create the proper forum in which the needs of 
societies and communities and the people in them can be met. we need to implement the widespread equivalent of the town hall 
meeting in our societies and communities, so these needs can be addressed. It is only through collective participation in this process 
that it can work to meet the needs of the community. And it is only by meeting the needs of the community that this process can 
encourage further participation. So this is why it would be important for all to join in the process of having their voice heard or their 
needs met and working to help meet the needs of others, who have shared their needs with us. And we must learn not to be 
dismissive of other people's needs in favor of our own. We must create a forum that can lead to establishing some common ground. 
We must also learn to cut  the "middle man" out of the picture, for instance the career politician, and learn to go to each other with 
our needs and to have our needs met by each other, instead of petitioning someone ,we've never met and who has never met us, 
for our needs. There is no room or need for the "middle man" in this inverted pyramid. The eye, or I has been re-attached to the rest 
of the pyramid or society as a whole. There is no longer a top or bottom, so no middle either. By actively governing ourselves and 
meeting our needs through mutual cooperation, we would ourselves occupy the spaces that could otherwise be exploited by those 
seeking over reaching political power.
One thing that might make us reluctant to do away with our current model of society and adopt the one I'm proposing, is the belief 
that our current society, with all the rampant individualism it encourages, is what allows us to have all the luxuries convenience and 
infrastructure we feel entitled to in this society. We may worry that adopting a more communally based model of society would result 
in the giving up or loss of these things. It is certainly true that in order for a society to work communally , that is for all of it's 
members needs to be met, there would have to be some prohibitions or societal taboos against needing to have too much. But this 
is simply due to the fact that if too many resources go to the needs of the few(like they do in our pyramid like society), then there will 
be less resources to meet the needs of everyone else (which is also the case in the current model.) So really we don't have 
anything to lose by this, and actually would see how much we have to gain, once we saw how many resources were actually at 
each of our disposal when they were being shared with everyone and not squandered amongst the few. But yes, we would have to 
learn to share. Anyway, it is an illusion to think that we can't have the perks of living in a society, by simply doing things ourselves, 
without appealing to or being overseen by some "higher authority". when one realizes how often petitioning some "higher authority" 
to get what we want, fails to get us what we want, or how often some "higher authority" actually stands in the way of letting get the 
things we want and expect as members of a society, then we might realize we are better off doing it ourselves or working with each 
other to get what we want. How can we think that we don't have the ability to do it ourselves by working together when we are the 
99%. we are the builders, the electricians, the road workers, the plumbers, the artists, the teachers, and just about everything else 
that makes this society run. We are the ones that actually have the know how to have the things we want in our society, by using 
our individual skills collectively to provide all the things that we think a society really needs. No longer must our skills and services 
be used to make a minority wealthy, but they could be used to make the majority wealthy.
While we're at it we might as well do away with the idea of having a police force or a military. For in the inverted pyramid model of  
society, in which people work together to achieve their goals, there is a vested interest and ability to take care of each other and to 
look out for each other. Any threat to any member of this collective society would be a threat to all of the society. So it would be up 
to all of us to defend our society and it's members from harm. If we were truly working with each other it would be easy to see how 
the well being of one was the well being of all.
There is one last thing I want to say about the model of the inverted pyramid and how it is opposed to the upright pyramid. If one 
looks at the model of the pyramid one not only sees that the flow of energy flows from the bottom, which is where all the energy and 
resources come from, and to the top where only the privileged reside ,but also that besides this point at the top there is no where 
else for the energy to flow except into the thin air above it, where it is wasted. Whereas with the inverted model, the energy flows 
from the activity of the majority of society, which is at the top, and goes to first meeting the needs of society as a whole and then the 
energy created by this collective activity flows down to nourish the needs of the individual. But it can also be seen that the energy of 
this pyramid flows to a point that connects with the earth or ground of being that all of society depends upon. By connecting all of  
our collectivity back to the earth, we also help sustain that which sustains us. It can be seen through these models how individual 
competition can be detrimental to our environment, and how collective cooperation can be helpful to our environment. It can be 
seen that the "everyone for themselves" model of the upright pyramid can only engender a general lack of understanding regarding 
connectivity and that this allows us to harm the environment we are connected to and which sustains us. And it should be obvious 
that when we allow all of our resources to flow from the many to the few that the few can only use so much of all the resources they 
have acquired, which leaves what they can not use to be wasted. It goes out the top of the pyramid. On the other hand the inverted 
pyramid teaches us that our resources are not wasted when they go to making life better for everyone, and that using our resources 
to work together and help each other, engenders a sense of connectivity, not only to each other but also to the earth that sustains 
us and provides these resources. And it makes sense for us to keep that which keeps us healthy, healthy. what's more is that our 
understanding of our connectivity as a society can help us understand how everything is connected in general. It can help us to see 
that plants and animals, land and water and everything on the earth we live on is part of our society as well
So I am proposing this model or symbol of the inverted pyramid as an open source idea. I have include a rough image of this 
inverted pyramid to serve as a model for what it could look like. I encourage artists to give the model form in any way they wish. It 
could take the form of a sculpture facing some institution that is in line with and represents the hierarchical structure of America, like 
for instance, I don't know. The Transamerica building in San Francisco, or it could be as simple as an image on a sticker that could 



for instance, I don't know. The Transamerica building in San Francisco, or it could be as simple as an image on a sticker that could 
be placed anywhere that it might inspire contemplation of these ideas. Mostly though I want it to exist as a model or template for  
how to create a new society and what direction we need to go in in order to do this. And it is my wish that through the contemplation 
of this model or symbol, that people will see a new way and possibility for society. Other than that, the rest is up to everyone.

-Gregory Groff
gsgroff@earthlink.net
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MarkWork Studio 

Santa Cruz, CA 

December 1, 2011 

JAO< in the lands::ape 

JAO< in the lands::ape projects the fut u re generation against our current 
lands::ape - one left behind by the 20'" oentury attitu de of building 
system s and objects without asking all the questions around 
conseque nee. 

By taking my 3 year old son through the Northern California lands::ape, I 
look to understand the desperate differences that his generation is up 
against. The proposal presents the struggle his generation isup against 
with manic American consumerism and a very engaged car culture. As 
certain politicalbasesin Americabeatthedrum of free market and no 
regulation, this proposal looks to remind them t hat we need to be like a 
good camper and leave the site better than when we came into it. 
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FOODrot 

FOOD rot investigates and compares the differences between specific 
aspects of conventional prod uce and organic/bio dynamic farming. 

A banana (organic and conventional) will be placed on a pedestal and 
enclosed in glass. each piece of prod uce wi II be studied to see how th eir 
decompo sition varies. 

I feel that changing the way we eat is core to the NEXTshift in a healthy 
and balanced world. Bringing the 99% of 1950's eating habits to a 
conscious state of mind, and exposing the importance of natural and 
organic systems for food prod uction and consumption. This directly 
speaks to the terrorism that has taken place over 60 years- Twinkies, 
Twix, Doritos, Coca Cola, McDonald's, Campbell Soup and corpo rate take 
over of everything that was healthy in centuries before. It is time to 
move into the NEXT stage of healthy eating. 
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Occup y Monument 

Occupy Monument is built in homage to the Washington Monument. 
This monument will pierce the sky with a towering foundation and 
scrape the clou ds with the softness of a structure made of fabric. 
Instead of a pierci ng tip, the Occu py Monu ment will be capped with a 
blue tent stru cture. This resolve on top of the towering foundation 
will provide the vision of a movement that is grounded, yet temporary, 
and always mov ing with organic ideas. It will stand in the same D.C. 
mall , sharing public s pace with the gr eat monuments of the past. 
This statement points to the weaknesses of the other rec ent 
movements and capitalizes on its permanence, intelligence and 
power of the 99% populati on to create soluti ons for the futu re 
centuries. 
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JAG< in the landscape 

CAMP - learning environments towards the education of lawmakers, 

CAMP presents an opportunity for mandatory camping in the wilds of nature for every senator 
and congressional representative. To counter the armor of power suits and ties, CAMP 
presents the opportunity to learn from a one-week adventure in nature. Through this 
immersion, each representative will gain a perspective on the natural system of the forest 
Using trained guides and trackers, each member will be led into the fascinating ways nature 
works to balance our footprint on this plant and atmosphere. The entire week will put the 
groups in tents and have them forage for the food that they wi ll use to create and consume 
meals. 



A Simple Exercise: 
	
  
Keep	
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  postcards	
  to	
  the	
  White	
  House	
  near	
  your	
  desk	
  and	
  
on	
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  as	
  they	
  come	
  to	
  you	
  and	
  drop	
  it	
  

in	
  the	
  nearest	
  mailbox.	
  
	
  

  
	
  

SUPPORT	
  the	
  United	
  States	
  Postal	
  Service,	
  CLARIFY	
  your	
  thoughts,	
  and	
  
FLOOD	
  the	
  White	
  House	
  with	
  your	
  concerns.	
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